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This monograph presents the final report on Pilismar6t-Basaharc, one of the most remarkable
cemeteries of the Late Copper Age in the Carpathian Basin. The 110 cremated burials of the
cemetery were excavated by Istvin Torma.

The interpretation of cemeteries as ritual spaces only gained ground in Hungarian research
during the past few years. Cemeteries can be assigned to the cognitive sphere in this sense, and
some scholars believe that this sphere cannot be decoded using conventional archaeological
approaches and methods because its symbolism will always elude scholarship. However, this is
not the case. While cemeteries are certainly not the direct continuation of one-time life, they are

ritual, mystical spaces that have preserved various imprints of former beliefs, ceremonies and rites.

THE LATE CorPER AGE CEMETERY AT

Pilismarot-Basaharc

IstTvAN TorMA’s ExcavaTiONS (1967, 1969—1972)

X

by MARIA BONDAR

This book presents a description of the burials, a typological analysis of the grave goods and a
meticulous examination of the burial rites practiced by the community using the cemetery.

The process of miniaturisation is reflected by several items in the grave inventories (miniature

vessels, various small finds, animal figurines and a wagon model). In the literate civilisations of

Antiquity, miniature objects have a clear association with funerary rites, with the perhaps best-
documented evidence coming from ancient Egypt, where miniature objects and models had a
ritual meaning and were believed to link the present with eternity.

The archacological chapters are supplemented with the physical anthropological analysis of the
human cremated remains and with the radiocarbon dates made on calcined bones as well as with

studies on the lithic material and the animal bone sample.

9 “?89 11758“

9

639

O
bt
S
trt
|
bt
e
o
>
|

ruvyvsvyg

(2L61—-6961 <L96T)

SNOILVAVOXY S VWIOJ NVALS]

—
s
i
=
2>
|
t
@)
o
=
)
i
-
o>
)
o

[:d

7/

JOLDULST

THE LATE CoPPER AGE CEMETERY AT
Pilismarét-Basabharc

[sTvAN TorRMA’S EXcAVATIONS (1967, 1969—1972)

X
by MAR1IA BONDAR

INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, RESEARCH CENTRE FOR THE HumAaNITIES, HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES





