Projektzaro részletes szakmai jelentés — 2017-2022

(OTKA/NKFIH OKR K 124322)

A kutatasban részt vevé harom alprojekt (TT 65 Projekt, TT 184 Projekt, TT -400- Projekt
(=South Khokha Project)) a palyazat id6tartamara esé négy év soran (ill. 2020 helyett
2021/2022-ben) régészeti, epigrafiai, ¢és miemlékvédelmi feladatokon dolgozott
parhuzamosan. Az évenkénti terepkutatasok sokrétii és dsszetett jellegét és az anyagi kereteket
figyelembe véve az el6zetesen megadott munkatervet az egyes projektek tudtak teljesiteni. A
mar emlitett 2020-as év kiesése miatt az utolsé év helyszini munkalatai egy évvel késGbbre
tolodtak. Eltérés csupan az eredmények kozlésében adddik, ugyanis ezek tervezett
monografikus formaban valo kozzététele az esetek tébbségeben nem valt lehet6vé. Ennek oka
egyszerii, mert az ehhez sziikséges kutatasok lezarasa nem volt lehetséges. Ezt ellenstlyozand6
azonban a mar publikalhatd eredményeket els6sorban tudomanyos cikkek és eldadéasok
megjelentetésével igyekeztiink pétolni (a sok esetben rangos kilféldi folyGiratban vagy
konferenciakdtetben megjelentek esetében az OTKA/NKFIH tdmogatés feltiintetésére nem
mindig volt mod).

TT 65 Projekt:
Dr. Bacs Tamas
asatasvezeto, projektvezetd

Régészeti és epigrafiai kutatdsok a thébai nekropolisz Sheikh Abd el Gurna nevii
dombjanak észak-keleti lejtdjén 2017 és 2021 kozott.

Régészeti kutatasok

Régészeti feltaras a 2017-es szezon soran a kb. 50 x 80m nagysagu koncesszids teriileten belil
egy asatasi helyszinen folyt: Hatsepszut kirdlyné uralma idején az Amun-fépapi funkciot
betoltd Hapuszeneb monumentalis sziklakapolnajaban (TT 67). Ezt az elmult évszazadban
tObbszor megtisztitottak mar a benne felgyiilemlett tormeléktol, 2015-ben ezt megel6zben igy
csak minimalis feltarasra volt szilkség. Ennek ellenére két eddig a szakirodalom altal nem
ismert akndnak a létét sikertilt megallapitani, feltarasuk a 2017 szezonra maradt.

A sirkapolna régészeti kutatasanak lezarasahoz ezért a kereszttermében elhelyezked6 két akna
kozul a 2-es szamu sirkamrajanak teljes, az 1-es szamuénak pedig részleges feltarasara kertlt
sor (utébbi tovabbi Kilritésérél biztonsagi okok miatt kellett lemondani). A benniik 1évé
tormelék feltardsa soran, tiikrozve, hogy az visszatoltésbol szarmazik, elsGsorban a kora-
Ujbirodalomra jellemz6 keramiat, sirrablok altal szétdarabolt, a III. Atmeneti és Késokorra
keltezhetd mimiatoredékeket és melléklettoredékeiket, tovabba a helyszin késdantik fazisabol
szarmazd anyagot tarhattunk fel és dokumentalhattunk.

Régészeti feltards a 2018-as szezonnal kezd6déen egy mar korabbi szezonokban megkezdett
régeészeti munkat folytatva, a koncesszios teriileten beliil a TT 66 (Hapu, V. Thotmesz uralk.)
udvaratol kozvetlenil keletre (elétte és alatta), ill. a TT 67 udvaratol kozvetlen északra fekvo
teruleten folyt. Itt egy korébban ismeretlen un. szaff-sir (Saff-tomb 1) talalhat6, amelyet elészor
2009-ben azonositottunk, amikor korabbi asatasok hanyoitdl kezdtiik el megtisztitani az asatasi
terulet e részét.

2018-ban két réteg teljes, és kettd részleges feltarasara kerilt sor. Ennek eredményekent egy
helyiséget, egy a sziklasir homlokzatdhoz épitett valyogtégla ,,szobat” fedeztlink fel. Mivel
egyértelmiien, zart kontextusbol szarmazd keltezé bizonyitekot nem sikerult feltarni, az
egyetlen dolog, amely biztonsagosan feltételezhetd, hogy épitése valamikorra a 19. sz&zad
végére vagy a 20. elejére tehetd.

2019-ben az el6z6, 2018-as szezonban az Un. Saff-tomb 1 el6udvaran feltart és dokumentalt
,,szoba” szisztematikus elbontasa utan elérhet6vé valtak az eredeti, faradnikus szintek. Az igy



megfigyelt rétegtani profil egyértelmiivé és viszonylag jol értelmezhet6ve tette, hogy az
eléudvar padlojat egy nagyon erdsen és tobbszordsen bolygatott réteg boritotta, amelyben igy
kiilonb6z6 korok leletanyagai keveredtek. Jellemzdéen a szaft-sir djbirodalmi idészakabol a
keramiaanyag legalabb harom kiilonb6z6 korszakbol szarmazik: (i) korai thutmdzida; ii) 1.
Thotmesz — II. Amenhotep kora; iii) késé Ramesszida kor. Raadasul a keramia tipusok szerint
is megoszlik épités kézben eldobott un. ,,s6roskorsok, a halotti kultuszban hasznalt edények,
és a halott mellé helyezett melléklet keramia kozott. Kilon érdekesség és ritkasagnak szamit
az udvar déli részen feltart kor alaku iilteté godor, amelyben datolyapdlma gydkereinek
maradvanyai voltak.

A szaff-sir bels6jének altalanos allapota felmérése és a kovetkezd asatasi évadokban itt
szlikséges munka mennyiségének meghatarozéasa érdekében megnyitottuk a portikusz
legészakibb oszlopkdzét. Ennek a résznek a feltarasa vilagossa tette azt is, hogy az Ujbirodalom
soran (I11. Thotmesz — Il. Amenhotep kora?) itt egy masodlagos sirkapolnat alakitottak ki a
portikusz ezen részének elfalazdsdval majd innen vagott tovabbi kamrédkkal. A
projektterviinknek megfeleléen tehat 2021-ben itt folytatodtak a régészeti munkék. 2018-ban a
feltardsa sordn egy aknaszdj is elOkeriilt, amelynek feltarasara, ill. az aknabol nyild két
sirkamréanak a feltarasara is sorkerilt. Az itt és a masodlagos sir teriiletén el6keriilt
temetkezésekhez kapcsolodo rendkivul toredezett maradvanyok legalabb két kronologiai
szakaszra oszthatOk, nevezetesen az egyik a korai- és kozépso thutmozida-korra, a masik pedig
a Harmadik Atmenti Korra, kozelebbrél a 22. dinasztiara.

Epigrafiai kutatasok:

A régészeti feltarassal egy idoben epigrafiai kutatas és dokumentacié mind a TT 67-ben (2017-
18), mind pedig a TT 65-ben (Nebamun/Imiszeba sirkapolna) is folyt, ez utobbiban elsésorban
lezérultak, igy ez immar publikaciokesz.

Humanantropologiai kutatasok:

A 2017-es szezon soran a TT 67 asatasan feltart emberi (felndtt €s fiatal felndtt) maradvanyok
kerultek dokumentalasra és vizsgalatra, 6sszesen Kilenc tagolatlan mumiatorzd, két mamiafej,
és tizenharom egyedhez tartoz6 csontvazas maradvany. A 2018-as szezon soran a Saff-tomb 1
udvaranak asatasan feltart emberi (felnétt és fiatal feln6tt) maradvanyok vizsgalata tortént meg,
Osszesen harom egyedhez tartoz6 csontmaradvany. A csontmaradvanyok erdsen bolygatott
kontextusbol keriiltek elb, egy er6sen fragmentalt kozépkoru férfi egyed pedig egy részlegesen
megorzott fakoporsoban fekudt. 2018-ban az emberi maradvanyok kdértani vizsgalatahoz a
diagnosztikus darabok nagyrészt hianyoztak. 2021-ben a Saff-tomb 1 aknaibol és a masodlagos
sirbol tobb mint tizendt egyén (legalabb két ,,subadult”) maradvanyai kertiiltek eld, tagolatlan
mumiatorzok, mumiafejek, és csontvazas maradvanyok formajaban. Ezek és a 2019-ben
elékeriiltek tudomanyos feldolgozasa a kdvetkezd idényben lenne esedékes.

Restauralasi munkalatok és leléhely megdvis:

A 2017-es szezon soran a feltarasok mellet szlikséges volt komoly allagmegdvasi munkakat is
végezni. A TT 67 szamos pontjan az eredeti szikla, amelybe vagtak nagyon rossz allapotban
van, igy ezeken a helyeken az eredeti (falazasi) technikat is figyelembe véve, tdmfalakat kellett
emelni. Eléudvaranak északi és déli keritéfalainak eredeti valyogtégla falazasainak megovasat
is meg kellett oldani. Ezt a helyi gyakorlatnak megfelelden modern valyogtégla
felhasznalasaval végeztik el. Az Gn. ‘4-es Akna’ feltarasakor még 2009-ben eldkeriilt, komoly
tudomanyos értékkel bird, Halottak Konyve fejezetekkel boritott mamialepel helyszini
konzervalasa 2021-ben befejez6dott. Muzeumi elhelyezése, esetleges kiallitasa (Luxor
Museum) a jovo szezon egyik kiemelt feladata. A TT65-ben végzendé komoly allagmegévasi-
restaurdlasi munkai a sirkpolna kereszttermének, 5 m x 4 m nagysagu, festett diszitésii déli
végfalan (SEW) kezdédtek meg. A magyar és egyiptomi konzervatorok kozos csapata altal, a
maga nemében egyedi monumentalis sziklasir nagykdzonség szdmara valé megnyitasa



clokészitéseként végzett munka a kovetkezOket tartalmazta: festett feliilletek tisztitasa,
faltoredékek konszolidacioja, a fellillet védelme, valamint faluregek, lyukak, és repedések
feltoltése és kezelése. Emellett a régészeti hatosag eldirasainak megfeleléen minden &satasi
évadban elszallitasra ker(ilt a szezon soran keletkezett igen jelentds mennyiségii térmelék.
Leletdokumentacio:

Az egyes szezonok soran feltart leletek helyszini leltarozasa, &satasi adatbéazisba vald
folyamatos feltdltése (ez részben mar itthon) mellett rajzos és fotodokumentécio is készilt
ezekrol a kiilfoldi helyszineken folyo régészeti kutatasok bevett gyakorlatanak megfeleléen. A
2021-es évad soran az asatasi teriilet egészét magaba foglald késéantik-korakdzépkori, an.
,.Kiiriakosz-kolostor” irasos hagyatékat jelenté6 2015 oOta elOkeriilt osztrakonok és papirusz
toredékek helyszini dokumentalasa is megtortént (6sszesen Gtvenharom osztrakon- é€s négy
papirusztoredék).

TT 184 Projekt:
Dr. Fabian Zoltan Imre
asatasvezet0, csatlakozott kutato

A palyazat korabbi, tobb évtizedes egyiptomi, terepen végzett feltard jellegli kutatdsok
folytatasara iranyult. A palyazat futamideje alatt a kutatdcsoport évente kéthdnapos asatast
végzett a thébai temetdkorzetben. A kutatott teriilet az el-Hoha domb déli lejtjének felsd
sirsorait foglalja magaba, tizennégy egykor festményekkel, dombormiivekkel diszitett
sziklasirt, illetve a kozottiik és benniik késébb kialakitott temetkez6- €s kultuszhelyeket. A
kutatds hosszabbtavi célja a thébai nekropolisz e kiemelt jelentéségli részének torténeti,
miivészettorténeti, vallastorténeti megkozelitésii komplex vizsgalata, melynek soran mod
nyilik az okori Egyiptom minden jelentdsebb korszakarol adatokat gytijteni. Ehhez
kapcsolodik a palyazat tovabbi két alprogramja keretében végzett kutatasok eredményeinek
egyuttes elemzése, dsszehasonlito vizsgalata.

A terepmunka f6 irdnyai a mintegy 50 x 50 m kiterjedésti kutatott teriileten egyrészt feltaras
jellegiick, a targyi leletek és az epigrafiai anyag feldolgozasaval, masrészt restauralas,
allagmegdvas, és ennek Kkeretében, nagyobb Iéptékben helyredllitd tevékenység, site
management. Mindezen tevékenységek az utobbi években elsésorban a kutatott tertilet déli
részét, annak sziklasirjait érintették.

A feltarasok soran a TT 184 sirban (Nefermenu, 19. dinasztia) megtortént a széles szentélyben
azonositott, korabbi, aknasirként kezelt temetkezohely feltarasa, mely legvaloszinibben a
temetd legkorabbi korszakabol szarmazik. Ugyanitt a sziklaba vajt eldudvar feltarasat kovetden
lehetové valt az épitési fazisok rekonstrukcidja. Folytatodott a feltaras a TT 413 (Unisz-anh,
kés6-Obirodalom) bejéarati termének korzetében, a sir diszitetlen oldaltermeiben és két tovabbi
sirkamréajaban. Az oszlopos homlokzat el6tt azonosithaté a homlokzat f616tti, korabban feltart
festményekkel diszitett valyogtégla szentély (18. dinasztia) aknaja a sirkamraval, mely szintén
feltarasra kerult. A feltaras a kutatott tertilet délnyugati savjaban, a TT 412 (Qen-Amon, 18.
dinasztia) és TT 413 (Unisz-anh) sziklasiroktol délre a teljes fellletet megtisztitotta az
évezredek alatt felhalmozddott tormeléktdl, és négy eleddig ismeretlen sziklasir bejaratdnak
azonositasat tette lehetdveé.

A feltar6 tevékenységgel parhuzamosan folyt a targyi leletek és lelet-egyittesek tisztitasa és
elsédleges restaurdlasa, feldolgozésa és dokumentaldsa, illetve a tobb év alatt felgyilt
leletcsoportok 6sszehasonlitd elemzése, a dokumentacio folyamatos frissitése. Ez érintette az
embertani anyag vizsgalatat és az asatési teriileten gylijtott nem Okori leletanyag feldolgozasat
IS.

A restaurdlé és allagmegdvd tevékenységek korében Nefermenu sirjanak (TT 184)
homlokzatan, a széles szentély plafonjanak beépitésével, valamint a bejarat béllete



dombormiivének feltarasakor torténtek intenziv beavatkozdsok. A széles és a hosszanti
szentély festett dombormiiveinek és plasztikus elemeinek tisztitdsa és konszolidacioja az utolsé
¢v fontos programja volt, és a kétoredékek majdani rekonstrukcios eljardsokra valo
elokészitése is megtortént. A legjelentésebb beavatkozasok Unisz-anh (TT 413) korabban
feltart monumentalis festmény-egyuttesének restaurdlasahoz kapcsolddtak, a sziklasir két
terme kdzotti elfalazott atjaro feltarasaval, tovabbi, az asatas soran el6kertilt festett kdtoredékek
visszaillesztésével. Folyamatosan haladt Szeni (TT 185, Elsé Atmeneti Kor) falfestményeinek
illetve hosszabb hieroglif szovegének tisztitasa, restauralasa. Qen-Amun sirjaban (TT 412) a
fennmaradt festmények tisztitasa és konzervalasa tortént meg, tovabba az oszlopos terem négy
oszlopcsonkjanak részleges visszaépitése.

Nagyobb Iéptékii helyreallito munkalatok, site management érintette a TT 412 (Qen-Amon) és
TT 413 (Unisz-anh) sirokat, ahol egyrészt a festményeket védo tet6, masrészt a teljes feltart
sirtermeket 0vo fa védotetd késziilt.

A temetOrész kutatdsa a kiilonb6zd korszakok torténetének, kultardjanak elemzéséhez ujabb,
eddigi ismereteinket alapvetden befolyasold adatokkal szolgalt.

TT -400- Projekt (=South Khokha Project)
Dr. Vaséaros Zsolt
asatasvezet0, csatlakozott kutato

A palyazati programmal 6sszhangban a South Khokha Project folytatta a thébai 179 szamu
thébai sziklasir régészeti feltarasat, tovabba a -400- sz. sir dokumentalasat.

Folytatodott a korai 18. dinasztia id6szakaban ¢épilt 179 sz. siremlék
kultuszkapolnainak epigrafiai dokumentacidja. A feltarasok soran fellelt kozel 1000 téredék
kozel egyotdodének pontos pozicidja megfejthetd volt. A digitalis eljarassal eléallitott és
szinkodolt falrajzok a toredékek rajzaival kiegeészultek, amelyek 2022 tavaszara
megteremtették a lehetdségét a restauralasi munkalatok megkezdésének. A 179 sz. sziklasirban
befejeztiikk a kapolnaval kozvetlen kapcsolatban 1évd, keletre és nyugatra talalhatd sirok
aknainak és kamrainak feltarasat. Megkezdtik a sir udvaran talalhatd tovabba kapcsolodd
objektumok feltarasat is, ahonnan tovabbi, a 179. sz. sirhoz tartozo téredékek is elokeriiltek.
Folytattuk a sir jelenleg ismert épitészeti strukturajanak felmérését, illetve az épitészeti
rekonstrukcio tamogatasahoz statikai vizsgalatokat is folytattunk.

A kincstari irnok és Maat-proféta, Khamin szaméra késziilt -400- sz. sirt 1984-ben
fedezte fel a magyar expedicid, az asatasok csak 2007-ben indultak meg. 2013 és 2016 kdzott
befejez6dott a teljes siremlék feltarasa. A dokumentalt leletek alapjan a sir torténete - a hét
nagy fazis, nevezetesen a 18, 19, 20, 25 és 26. dinasztiak id6szaka, valamint a Ptolemaiosz-kor
és az Antoninus-kor - tovabbi részletekkel gazdagodott. 2018-2022 kdz6tt jelen palyazatnak is
koszonhetben a sir teljes leletanyaganak, tovabba a fennmaradt fal- és
mennyezetdekoraciojanak digitdlis feldolgozasa, illetve a kapcsolodd kotoredékek
feldolgozasa is megtortént — igy a sirbdl szarmazoé leletanyag publikaciora vald elokészitése
teljeskoriinek tekinthetd.

A kutatés fenti két f6 fokuszpontja mellett a magyar expedicio aktiv maradt a 32 és -
64- sz. sziklasirok zonajaban is. A 32 sz. sirban a falképek restauralasa folytatddott, tovabba
2017-ben az expedicid megkezdte a -64- sz. sir elotti térségnek, tovabba a 32 sz. sir legbelsd
udvara délkeleti sarkanak feltarasat és dokumentélasat. 2018-ban keszilt el a 32 és -64- sz.
sirok kozotti hatarolofal egy szakaszanak rekonstrukcidja. 2022-ben tovabbi tisztitasokat
végeztink a 32 és -64- sz. sziklasirok hatarzonajaban azzal a céllal, hogy a két sirt elvalasztd
falazatok teljes rekonstrukcidja is hamarosan lehetévé valjon.

Az el-Khokha domb alsé sirutcaiban végzett munkalatokkal kapcsolatban
megemlitend6, hogy t6bb publikacio mellett 2020-ban, a NKFIH tdmogatasaval megjelent a



Studia Aegyptiaca Series Minor (j kotete. A 2015-2016-ban a sirban feltart Ptolemaios-kori
csalad csoporttemetkezése egy alig ismert kultuszra vilagitott rd. A Kr.e. 3. szdzad sorén a
karnaki Honszu templomban &lltak szolgalatban a csalad egyes tagjai, ahol a kultusz a templom
foistenének allatalaka (pavian) avatarja koré épiilt. A megjelent kotet ezen kultusz torténetérol,
teologiai hatterérdl és a szolgalatban allo személyzetrdl nyujt attekintést.
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Detailed final project report - 2017-2022

(OTKA/NKFIH OKR K 124322)

The participating three sub-projects (TT 65 Project, TT 184 Project, TT -400- Project (=South
Khokha Project)) during the project’s four-year term (in 2021/2022 instead of 2020) all pursued
varied archaeological and epigraphic investigations, as well as doing conservation and site
management works. Considering the multifaceted and complex nature of the field research
involved as well as the given financial framework, the individual projects were able to fulfil
the previously designed work plan. Due to the cancellation of the 2020 seasons, the last year’s
on-site work was postponed to 2021/2022. Where there is a deviation from the plan is in the
communication of the results, as their publication in the planned monographic form was not
feasible in many cases. The reason for this is simple: it was not possible to conclude all
necessary research. However, to compensate for this, we made an effort to present all
publishable results in academic articles and/or workshop presentations (in the case of those
published in prestigious foreign journals or conference volumes, it was not always possible to
indicate the OTKA/NKFIH support).

TT 65 Project
Dr. Tamas A. Bacs
Field director, TT 65 Project

Archaeological fieldwork

Archaeological excavation during the 2017 season within the ca. 50 x 80m concession area was
concentrated in one locale, namely the monumental rock-cut tomb-chapel of Hapuseneb (TT
67), who served as high priest of Amun during the reign of Queen Hatshepsut. As it has been
cleaned of accumulated debris several times in the past century, so only minimal excavation
was needed. Despite previous clearings, surprisingly two hitherto unknown burial shafts were
found in the chapel’s transverse hall, their excavation then being scheduled for the 2017 season.
To conclude the archaeological investigations of the tomb chapel, of the two shafts, the burial
chamber of No. 2 was completely excavated, while that of No. 1 only partially (further
excavation here had to be aborted due to safety reasons). Reflecting the fact that both fills were
results of backfilling, the excavated debris mainly yielded very fragmented ceramics typical of
the early New Kingdom, broken up mummy fragments and grave goods dating to the Third
Intermediate and Late Periods, as well as material from the site’s Late Antique to Early
Medieval Period phase.

To resume fieldwork already started in earlier seasons, the focus of excavation starting with
the 2018 season was shifted to the area immediately east of (in front of and below) the court of
TT 66 (Hapu, reign of Thutmose 1V) and immediately north of TT 67. A previously unknown,
so-called saff tomb (Saff-tomb 1) was first identified here in 2009, when we started to clear this
part of the concession area from the spoil heaps of earlier excavations to learn more about the
depositional history of this site area.

In 2018 two arbitrary layers were fully and two partially excavated. As a result, we discovered
a “room” built from mudbrick against the portico facade of the tomb. Since no clear dating
evidence was forthcoming due to the lack of any form of a closed context, the only thing that
could be safely assumed based on the recovered material was that it was built and used
sometime in the late 19th or early 20th century.

In 2019, following the final recording and subsequent removal of the "room", an original
Pharaonic stratum became accessible. The depositional history reflected by its stratigraphic
profile made it clear that the floor of the forecourt was covered by a very strongly churned and
repeatedly disturbed layer, in which finds of different periods were mixed. Reflective and
representative of this is the ceramic assemblage from the New Kingdom phase of the saff-tomb



that comes from at least three different periods, namely the reigns of (i) Hatshepsut - Thutmose
[11; ii) that of Amenhotep I1-Thutmose IV; with a smaller quantity from iii) the late Ramesside
period. Moreover, the analysis of this assemblage also indicated that they represented different
functional groups, thus it included so-called ‘beer jars’ indicative of construction debris, cultic
fine wares, and mortuary wares deposited as grave goods with the deceased. Of particular
interest and rarity is the circular planting pit discovered in the southern part of the yard, in
which there were the remains of date palm roots.

Also, in line with our project plan, trial clearance was continued in the northernmost part of the
saff-tomb’s undecorated and soot-blackened portico. While the original date of the cutting of
Saff-tomb 1 remains to be determined, it is clear that it was subsequently reused during the
early to mid-Eighteenth Dynasty, when it was compartmentalised into at least two (or perhaps
three) smaller T-shaped tomb-chapels. Of these, the one on the north was done by walling off
a part of the portico to serve as a transverse hall and cutting an axial corridor and a chapel in
line with the intercolumniation that now served as a separate entrance. In 2021 a shaft already
found in 2018 was also excavated with its two burial chambers that open from it. The burial
related extremely fragment remains from both the tomb-chapel and the shaft can be divided
into at least two chronological phases, namely one dating to the Thutmoside period and the
other to the Third Intermediate Period, or more closely to the Twenty-second Dynasty.
Epigraphic research:

Simultaneously with the archaeological excavations, epigraphic recording and documentation
was carried out in both TT 67 (2017-18) and TT 65 (tomb chapel of Nebamun/Imiszeba), in
the latter mainly collation. The post-production of the epigraphic documentation of TT 67 was
completed in 2021 in Hungary, so it is now ready for publication.

Bioarchaeological research:

During the 2017 season, human (adult and young adult) remains unearthed in the excavation
of TT 67 were documented and examined, a total of nine disarticulated mummy torsos, two
mummy heads, and skeletal remains belonging to thirteen individuals. During the 2018 season,
the human remains (adult and young adult) discovered during the excavation of the courtyard
of Saff-tomb 1 were examined, thus remains belonging to a total of three individuals. These
skeletal remains were found in a highly disturbed context, and a highly fragmented middle-
aged male individual lay in a partially preserved wooden coffin. In 2018, diagnostic pieces for
the pathological examination of human remains were largely missing. In 2021, the remains of
more than fifteen individuals (at least two subadults) in the form of disarticulated mummy
torsos, mummy heads, and skeletal remains were recovered from the shafts of Saff-Tomb 1 and
the secondary tomb. The scientific processing of these and those discovered in 2019 would be
due in the next season.

Conservation and site management:

During the 2017 season, in addition to excavation, it was also necessary to carry out serious
conservation work. In many parts of TT 67 the original rock into which it was cut is in a very
poor condition, so retaining walls had to be erected in these places, using techniques closely
following original ancient building methods. The preservation of the original mud brick
masonry of the northern and southern walls of the forecourt also had to be resolved. This was
done using modern mud bricks in accordance with local practice. In 2021, the on-site
conservation of the mummy shroud of great scientific value that is covered with chapters of
the Book of the Dead and which was unearthed in 2009 during the excavation of “Shaft 4” has
been completed. Its relocation to a museum and possible placement in exhibition (Luxor
Museum) is one of the priority tasks of the next season. The serious conservation and
restoration work to be carried out in TT65 began on the 5 m x 4 m mural on the southern end
wall (SEW) of the tomb’s transverse hall. The work carried out by a joint team of Hungarian
and Egyptian conservators in preparation for the opening of the unique monumental rock tomb



to the public included the following: cleaning of painted surfaces, consolidation of wall
fragments, protection of the surface, and filling and treatment of wall cavities, holes, and
cracks. In addition, and in accordance with the regulations of the antiquities authority, the
significant amounts of debris generated during each season was removed off site in every
excavation season.

Documentation of the Find Material:

In addition to the on-site inventorying of the finds discovered during each season and their
continuous uploading to the excavation database (part of this already at home), find drawing
and photo documentation was also prepared in accordance with the established practice of
archaeological research at foreign sites. In addition, during the 2021 season the on-site
documentation of ostraca and papyrus fragments that have been found since 2015, representing
the written legacy of the so-called “Monastery of Cyriacus” that occupied the site in late
Antiquity and the Early Medieval period was also completed (a total of fifty-three ostraca and
four papyrus fragments).

TT 184 Project
Dr. Zoltan Imre Fabian
Field director, TT 184 Project

The research continued the fieldwork, excavation and restoration of previous decades in Egypt.
During the latest research period, the fieldwork took two months each year in the Theban
necropolis. The excavation area comprises the upper rows of rock-cut tombs on the south slope
of el-Khokha hillock: fourteen once lavishly decorated monuments and other burial and cult
places constructed inside and between them. In the long run, the research focuses on the history
of the cemetery, collecting and interpreting data concerning the chronology, art historical,
religious historical, archaeological, linguistic etc. approaches of all the important periods of
Egyptian history. The actual research is related to the other two projects where the results are
analysed in a wider context and comparative studies are also possible.

The principal goals of the fieldwork in the 50x50-metre research area are of exploring nature
on the one hand, including the documentation and processing of finds and the epigraphic
material; and restoring and conservation on the other. In this framework also in a larger scale,
reconstructing activities and site management are carried out. In the past few years, all these
activities were concentrated on the southern sections of the research area, mostly the rock-cut
tombs situated there.

In TT 184 (Nefermenu, Dyn. 19) excavations included the shaft-like burial place in the first,
broad hall, which had in most probability been created during the earliest period of the
cemetery. After the excavation of the open forecourt, the reconstruction of its architectural
phases was also possible. Excavation was also continued in the area of the entrance hall of TT
413 (Unis-ankh, late Old Kingdom), in the undecorated side chambers, in the two newly
identified burial chambers and around the pillared facade. In the latter area, where a mud-brick
chapel decorated with paintings (Dyn. 18) had been constructed on the debris, its burial shaft
could finally be detected walled up beside the fine reliefs of the pillars. South of TT 412 (Qen-
Amun, Dyn. 18) and TT 413 (Unis-ankh), in the south-western part of the research area, the
debris accumulated throughout the millennia was cleared away from the entire surface, and
four hitherto unknown tomb entrances came to light.

Parallel to the excavations, the processing and comparative analysis of the new and earlier finds
were continued as well as the epigraphic research and documentation of the mural inscriptions,
paintings and reliefs. This included the examination of the anthropological material and the
post-antique finds, too.



Restoring activities had major intervention in the facade and the ceiling of TT 184 (Nefermenu)
as well as the entrance and its relief. In the same monument, the cleaning and consolidating of
the painted reliefs and the plastic elements in both the broad and the long halls were part of the
major program, and the decorated stone fragments are prepared for the reconstruction
procedures. The most significant restoring interventions took place in TT 413 (Unis-ankh),
where the newly discovered monumental set of paintings was completed with several stone
fragments found during the excavation of the area. The entrance of the inner hall of the tomb
was also explored and reconstructed. The cleaning and consolidating of the paintings and the
long autobiographic inscription in TT 185 (Seni, First Intermediate Period) was continuously
advanced. The surviving paintings in TT 412 (Qen-Amun) were also treated and consolidated
and in the pillared hall of the tomb four pillars were partially reconstructed.

Reconstructing activities in a larger scale contained the construction of the ceilings of TT 412
(Qen-Amun) and TT 413 (Unis-ankh), where new wooden ceilings were created, in TT 413
sheltering all the three halls of the monument.

As a result of the systematic excavation and background research, it can be established that the
project can provide further, in cases even crucial details regarding the history, art and religion
of each period.

TT -400- Project (=South Khokha Project)
Dr. Zsolt VVasaros
Field director, TT -400- Project

In accordance with the research programme the South Khokha Project continued the
archaeological excavation of TT 179, as well as the documentation of TT-400-.

The epigraphic documentation of the early 18™ cult chapel of TT 179 was continued.
The location of almost one fifth of the nearly 1000 fragments found during the excavations has
been precisely identified. On the digitally drawn and color-coded epigraphic documentation
were augmented with the drawings of the fragments, providing the opportunity for the
restoration works started in the spring season of 2022. In addition, we have also completed the
excavation of the chambers and shafts of the tombs directly connected to chapel of TT 179 in
the western and eastern direction. We have started uncovering further structures located in the
courtyard of the tomb, where mural fragments of TT 179 were found. We have continued the
survey of the now known architectural structure of the tomb and have carried out structural
analyses to support the restoration.

The tomb constructed for the treasury-scribe and prophet of Maat Khamin was
discovered in 1984 by the Hungarian expedition, its excavation started in 2007. Between 2013
and 2016, the mission excavated all interior rooms of the monument. Based on the documented
finds, the history of the tomb — the seven main phases, corresponding to the 18", 19™ 20t 25™
and 26™ Dynasties, as well as the Ptolemaic and the Antonine Periods — was further elaborated.
The processing of all the finds uncovered from the tomb, the digital processing of the still
remaining wall and ceiling decorations and the connecting stone fragments was carried out
between 2018-2022, partially thanks to the support of this grant. Thus the finds uncovered in
the tomb are fully prepared for scientific publication.

Besides the two focuses of recent work, the mission also continued to be active in the
zone of neighbouring TT 32 and TT -64-. We continued the restoration of the murals of TT 32,
additionally, we continued the excavation in front of TT -64- and the south-eastern corner of
the innermost courtyard of TT 32 as started in 2017. In 2018 we have completed the
construction of a segment of the perimeter wall between tombs 32 and -64-. In 2022 we carried
out additional clearing in the border zone in order to make the complete reconstruction of the
walls between TT 32 and -64- possible soon.



Finally, in connection with the work carried out in the lowermost necropolis streets of
the el-Khokha Hill it is to be noted that in 2020, with the support of the NKFIH, a new volume
of Studia Aegyptiaca Series Maior was published among other publications. The group burial
of the Ptolemaic family discovered in 2015-2016 in the tomb -400- shed light on cult barely
known before. Certain members of the family were in service at the Khonsu Temple in Karnak
in the 3™ century BC, where the cult was centred around the animal-shaped (baboon) avatar of
the main god of the temple. The abovementioned volume describes the history of the cult, its
theological background and the people serving it.
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